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In ayurvedic dictionaries two kinds of sariba namely svetasariba and krsnasariba are mentioned. Hemidesmus indicus is the Latin name given for the former and Ichnocarpus frutescens (Linn) R.Br. and Crytolepis buchanani Roem. & Schult for the latter. But in Kerala for saribadvaya, H. Indicus (Sveta sariba) and I. Frutescens (Krsnasariba) are in use1. The plant is distributed throughout India in plains and low hills. The root is sweet, bitter, cooling, aphrodisiac, antipyretic, cures leprosy, leucoderma, asthma, bronchitis and general debility 2,3. It is used in more that fifty formulations such as saribadyasavam, Aravindasavam, Dhanwantharam thailam, Asokaghirtam, Narayana thailam etc .4 The present investigation deals with the studies on some important Pharmacognostical characteristics of the root of H. Indicus as whole and its powerdered form.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The tuberous roots of H.indicus were collected locally form matured plants during the month of July -August 2000. The plant material was identified and authenticated. A herbarium of plant is preserved in the Herbarium, Department of Botany, University of Calicut for future reference. The collected roots were washed with tap water to remove adhering dirt and dust, rinsed with distilled water, shade dried, powdered and used for the study.
The macroscopic characters5 of the roots were observed. Thinnest possible section of the root tuber was treated with 5% KOH to make the section clear. Sections were stained with saffranin and suitably mounted pages 248 -255 on a temporary mounting media. The microslides were scanned under a compound microscopes and the anatomical details were drawn with the help of a prism type Camera Lucida.
Measurements of the cells/tissues were made with the help of micrometers under a compound microscope 6 . The characteristics of the drug powder was analysed 5 
Powder Characteristics
The powder is creamish brown in colour it shows the following powder characteristics. 1. Tannin is present as deep brown granular mass in cork and outer phelloderm. 2. Latex, resin, prismatic crystals of calcium oxalate and volatile oil are found in the phloem and the phelloderm. 3. Starch grains are circular, oval, subspherical or subreniform with central linear hilum.
DISCUSSION
The macroscopic as well as microscopic studied of Hemidesmus indicus (Linn)R.Br. revealed that using these diagnostic features one can identify this plant very easily for further investigation.
The presence of characteristic non-articulated but unbranched type of laticiferous vessels present in the phelloderm and phloem tissues are useful identifying features obtained after studying the histology of the rhizomes of H.indicus.
The information obtained form ash values and extractive values are useful during the time of collection of tuberous root and also during the extraction process. The colour and consistency of the various polar and non-polar extracts of rhizomes, the behaviour of rhizome powder on treating with various chemical reagents and the histochemical changes observed on the T.S. of rhizomes due to the action of various reagents are useful phytochemical parameters which can be of great help in identifying samples of ganuine drug. Using these standards especially histological and chemical studies the plant can be authenticated, identified and differentiated from other related species. Also these pharamacognostic parameters help in the detection of adulteration in commercial samples. pages 248 -255 
